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Featured Speakers 

 
  AGENDA 

 

  Haley Barbour 
Governor 
State of Mississippi 

 

 Blake Wilson  
President 
Mississippi Economic Council 

 

 Gregg Harper 
U.S. House of Representatives 
3

rd
 District of Mississippi 

 

 Dr. Eric Clark 
Executive Director 
Mississippi Community College Board 

 
   Sponsors 
   

 

  Dr. Robert Bentley 
Governor 
State of Alabama 

 

 Seth Hammett  
Chairman  
Alabama Economic Development Alliance  
VP Business Development, PowerSouth 

 

 Mariia Zimmerman 
Deputy Director 
HUD Office of Sustainable Housing  
and Communities 

 

 Rep. Pebblin Warren 
Alabama House of Representatives 
Manager, Community Services Outreach,  
Alabama Industrial Development Training 
 

 
 

9:40 to 9:50 – Call to order and Pledge of Allegiance by Decatur 

Mayor Randy Rushing;  Prayer by Livingston Mayor Tom Tartt.  

9:50 to 10:05 – Welcome and introductions by Meridian Mayor Cheri 

Barry and Butler Mayor Ben Smith.  

10:05 to 11:00 – Remarks by Governor Robert Bentley and Governor 

Haley Barbour.  

11:00 to 12:00 – Remarks by Seth Hammett, chairman of the 

Alabama Economic Development Alliance and vice president for 

business development for PowerSouth, and Blake Wilson, president 

of the Mississippi Economic Council.  

12:00 to 12:30 – Lunch. 

12:30 to 12:40 – Remarks by Phyliss Anderson, Chief of the 

Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians. 

12:40 to 1:00 – Remarks by Mariia Zimmerman, deputy director for 

the Office of Sustainable Housing and Communities, U.S. Department 

of Housing and Urban Development. 

1:00 to 1:25 – Remarks by Dr. Eric Clark, executive director of the 

Mississippi Community College Board. 

1:25 to 1:45 – Remarks by Alabama State Representative Pebblin 

Warren, manager of community services outreach for Alabama 

Industrial Development Training. 

1:45 to 2:15 – Remarks by U.S. Representative Gregg Harper of 

Mississippi. 

2:15 to 2:30 – Final comments and adjournment. 


